
Notes from the chair … 

Paul Montgomery 
Chairman (Pro-tem) 

W elcome to your Autumn/Winter edition of Blueprint, hopefully you will find this informative as to the 

happenings in our Club since the last edition.  As you will have noticed (for those that take time out to 

read the noticeboards) your Sports and Social Committee have been very active over the Summer months - a 

fuller report is in their section later in this publication. 

As mentioned in a previous edition regarding the toilet modifications, the Committee have formed a working committee to 

expedite the addition of the proposed changes/improvements to the Club’s toilet facilities.  This involves moving the ladies’ 

toilet upstairs, plus the installation of a disabled toilet, which will improve, and future proof, the present facilities. After 

reviewing the proposed drawings, and after consultation with both lady and disabled members, we are (at the time of 

writing), in contact with the architect with a view to producing working drawings which are needed to apply for the 

necessary planning permissions. 

As also mentioned previously, we were looking to install a name board, informing the visitors of the Club’s location. We have 

just taken delivery of the new sign and hopefully, by the time of publication of this edition, it will be installed (weather 

permitting) on the side wall, adjacent to and above the side entrance. 

Over the Summer months we have had a steady inflow of new members which is encouraging - many thanks to the 

Membership Committee for carrying out the required interviews and imparting advice/information about the Club and our 

rules. That said, we would welcome more applications for membership, so if you know of any friends or family who may be 

interested in joining,  please feel free to suggest they fill in the application form, available from behind the bar. 

Thank you ..... 

As a Club we have an excellent reputation for our quizzes and the amounts of money generated for many good causes, so it 

is appropriate that we thank our prolific quiz master Mike Myers and his team of helpers for providing much entertainment - 

and head scratching! 

As mentioned your Sports and Social Committee have been very active, they are not in the business of patting themselves on 

the back so I take this opportunity to thank those involved in organising the events, outings, shows, quizzes and trips, a 

special thanks goes to Chris Thompson for providing an excellent venue for our first and hopefully not last Dance in a Barn, 

also thanks to those members who turned up to help clean and prepare the barn. Many thanks goes to Dave Pearson our 

Club Secretary for all his hard work, an awful lot of which goes unseen by the members but is vital to the success of the 

Club’s running. 

I also take this opportunity of extending thanks to your Club committee and treasurer for their ongoing hard work in keeping 

the Club running in an efficient manner. 

It goes without saying that our many thanks are extended to our steward and stewardess Paul & Karen, they continue to 

maintain and exceed the high standards our members have come to expect, often going out of their way to help the success 

of our functions, events and quizzes. They are assisted by a very able bar staff in Jen, Lucy, Jane and our newest member of 

staff Sarah, again many thanks for providing what is, and continues to be, a very comfortable place to be. 
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FREE Members’ Draw 

The free, Saturday night Members’ Draw (into which all members are automatically 
entered) has now paid out over £2,500 to winners. 

The prize fund continues to increase by £10 per week until won, when it then starts again 
at £100. The winning (or losing, depending in which you way you look at it!) number is 
displayed on the noticeboard near the Bar, together with a note of the next week’s prize. 

The prize fund as at Saturday 9th November will be £????? 

Remember, the draw takes place at a randomly selected minute between 9pm and 10pm 
every Saturday night. All you have to do to win is to be in the Club at the moment your number is drawn - 
no cost, no tickets - just be there! 

Don’t forget  
- you must be in it 

(the Club, on the night) to win it! 

 

Ernie Taylor 
President 

President’s Pitch 

Just a few words to keep you informed of the efforts being made inside and outside the Club for the benefit of you, our Members. 

General Committee 

Your Committee have been working diligently to reduce the effects of ever increasing costs on for sale products, utilities and the 
statutory increase in the minimum wage. 

Your Committee are working on options for the addition of toilets on the first floor for the convenience of our lady members. They 
will then go back again to our Architect with a view to moving this important issue forward.  

Your Committee have sought and gained planning permission, and procured a sign which will hopefully be in place on the gable 
end when you read this article. 

On a lighter note, in early July we held the Annual Members Lunch which from now onwards, will be known as the “Jack 
MacDonald Memorial Members Lunch”, in memory of our oldest member (99 years) who passed away earlier in the year. 

Sports Committee 

Your Sports Committee have successfully arranged many trips out that our members have thoroughly enjoyed, including visits to 
Kynren, Scarborough for the Yorkshire County Cricket match, and Sunderland Greyhounds. They organised and ran a very 
successful Dance in a Barn in August which was so well received and attended a date has already been pencilled in for this to be 
repeated in 2020 - put a note in your diary - 22nd August 2020! 

Your Sports Committee have organised the usual annual club sports events including the “Mavis Trattles” Bowls match at 
Middlesbrough Conservative Club, the “Ted Appleyard Trophy” Snooker Competition home and away, again with Middlesbrough 
Conservative Club. 

The Club darts team continue to thrive and impress. We now have two teams competing in the Cleveland Billiards and Snooker 
League, with the A Team appearing in two finals and winning one of them. 

Your Sports Committee are in the process of arranging the Christmas Handicap Events and entries are currently being invited. 

I have intentionally not signalled out any of the Committee Members by name as they have ALL worked very hard for the Club and 
our members over the last six months or so but I do thank them all for their efforts on your behalf. 

I would like thank to Steward and Stewardess Paul & Karen - their input has again been invaluable, to say nothing of the service 
they give to us all.  

Thanks of course to our bar staff for their excellent attitude and service throughout the year and last, but by no means least, Jane 
our cleaner who keeps the Club so spick and span.  

A sincere thanks to our Trustees, Treasurer / Secretary, Assistant Secretary and all our General and Sports Committee members 
who contribute so much to the running of our successful Club.  

Whilst I appreciate that it is only November, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our members and our employees the 
Compliments of the Season.  

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.  



Sports & Social Section 

It seems ages since I wrote an article for BluePrint back in 
March, detailing what we were talking of doing, both inside 
and outside our Club, for the remainder of 2019. At the time, 
the list of planned events looked like quite a challenge, but I’m 
pleased to say that the team that is the Sports & Social 
Committee has worked brilliantly together to meet that 
challenge.  

Norma Horner joined us to put a much needed ladies’ view into 
our organising and she has been a great member, bringing 
fresh ideas and taking on the running of events such as the 
Kynren outing and various other music nights. Norma has also 
encouraged ladies to meet in the Club on Monday evenings  

Our thanks go to Howard Whitehead for running the three golf 
outings again this Summer all of which were well supported  

Our snooker team did very well in the Summer League, winning 
one competition and are in another final which will be played 
as this goes to print (Stop Press - they won this, the Ivor 
Robinson Trophy) too! The Winter league has just  got under 
way and anyone who would like to join in - shout up ! 

We played bowls for the Mavis Trattles Trophy against  
Middlesbrough Conservative Club. I’m afraid our bowls skills 
weren’t brilliant on the day, but the welcome we receive at 
Middlesbrough is always great and makes the trip worthwhile 
whatever the result 

The Scarborough Cricket trip went ahead again this year and 
was enjoyed by all who attended 

In August I was very pleased to host a Dance in the Cowshed. 
We washed and decorated my shed and with the help of a live 
four piece band, entertained over 100 revellers. They tucked 
into a Hog Roast supper and danced the night away - it was 
great to see everyone have such a good time and the thanks 
we got has encouraged us to do it again next year                
( 22nd August 2020 ) 

An outing that has become a regular is the trip to Sunderland 
Dogs; a bus load went on 9th October enjoying a three course 
meal and the chance to win money on the races. Let’s just say 
everyone enjoyed the meal !      

Ted Appleyard was remembered again this month as we played 
Middlesbrough Conservative Club at snooker, where we came 
away with a 4-1 lead.  A comeback from Middlesbrough in the 
return at Ayton saw them win 5-0 giving them a 6-4 overall win 
and the trophy. We share a special friendship with the 
members of Middlesbrough Cons. Club - long may it continue. 

A quiz we ran for the Club (thanks to Mike Myers) was well 
supported and it is hoped it can become a regular event with 
your help. A big ‘thank you’ to all who donated raffle prizes . 

As I write this we are making plans for the Autumn & Winter 
events which include the handicaps and of course, Smoker 
Night. Some changes will be made with the intention of  
increasing your enjoyment of the night and the subsequent 
benefit to the Club 

Plans are in place to open on New Year’s Eve to celebrate 
together. It’s a few years since we did this, but we hope to 
revive a great night of fun. Hope to see you there.  

I’m sure I’ve not mentioned everything that you the members 
have had a chance to get involved in, as the notice board has 
been full all year. With things already in the diary for next year, 
the future of our Club looks good. 

The next draw will take place on Tuesday 31st December 
Please ensure that your subscription is up-to-date 

before the draw is made! 
As you can see from the prizes above, they show an  

increase in their value. The winnings are calculated based  
on the number of paid up entrants at the time of the draw. 

These increases are down to the number of members, 
both old and new, who have joined the 100 Club.  

There are numbers still available if you would like to join 
the 100 Club - simply ask any Committee Member. 

100 CLUB 

There have been THREE 100 Club draws since the last 
edition of BluePrint and the following members have 
enjoyed a boost to their finances: 

Draw no. 39 - made on 31st  March 2019 

1st  PRIZE No. 29 Mr Colin Blythe £240 

2nd PRIZE No. 24 Mr J. B. Jackson £  50 

3rd PRIZE No. 94 Mr John Hoult £  35 

Draw no. 40 - made on 30th June 2019 

1st  PRIZE No. 24 Mr J. B. Jackson £278 

2nd PRIZE No. 21 Mr Ernie Taylor £  55 

3rd PRIZE No. 94 Mr Tom Weir £  37 

Draw no. 41 - made on 30th September 2019 

1st  PRIZE No. 47 Mr Tom Weir £268 

2nd PRIZE No. 4 Mr Keith Storr £  54 

3rd PRIZE No. 1 Mr Keith Storr £  35 

Dates for your Diary 

Looking to the future, there are a number of events/outings 
already planned, so make a note: 

 

 

We had intended to pay a visit to The Crucible in Sheffield for 
the World Championship Snooker in May 2020, but we’ve 
been told that ALL the tickets were sold out within 24 hours of 
THIS year’s event coming to a close!! 

Chris Thompson 
Secretary 



Hatched, Matched and Despatched 

Sadly, since issue 24 of BluePrint in March, 
we have lost the following members: 

Mr Robert Edward Taylor (Ted)  on 10th March 2019  

Aged 82 years,  Ted had been a member since 1994. 

Mr Nicholas J Wright (Nick)  on 25th May 2019  

Aged 60 years,  Nick had been a member since 2005. 

Mr George Longshaw   on 19th April 2019 
Aged 87 years, George had been a member since 1982 and 
served for many years on various Committees. He will be 
remembered especially for his contributions to the running of 
Friday Night Draws and Christmas Raffles. 

Mr Colin Sydney Gregg  on 11th July 2019 

Aged 82 years - Colin had been a member since 1998 

The Club’s membership now (at 1st November 2019) stands at 
a total of 549, broken down as follows: 

 Honorary Members 11 
 Life Members 40 
 Honorary & Life Members    5 
 Country Members 13 
 Senior Members 192 
 Full Members 288 

Mr Shaun Smith  

Mr Michael Derek King  

Mr Jake Simkins 

Mr Michael Simkins 

Mr Matthew Connor  

Mr David Trevor Sexton  

Mr Mark Boyt  

Mr Robert Ridley  

Mrs Elizabeth Ridley  

Mr Austin Lupton  

Mr Mark Strathern  

Mr Stephen Hare  

Mr Malcolm James  

Mr Andrew Crowe  

Mrs Laura Crowe  

Mr Ian Russell  

Mrs Gemma Rachel Johnson 

Mr Oliver Speight  

Mr Stephen Alderson  

Mr Alistair Kenneth Pearson 

Mr Guy Mannix 

Ms Susan Jane Wright 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

2019 has been a difficult trading year and we have had to 
make some unpopular decisions. 

We continue to get new members which is very pleasing. 
However, for the first 9 months we have made a loss of 
£929. 

Our aim every year is to break even. At the beginning of this 
year we were forecasting a loss but hopefully by                  
31 December 2019 we will be showing a small profit 

Our deposit with the Association of Conservative Clubs is 
now £53,939.35 

I would like to thank Paul, Karen, their staff, and the general 
and sports committees for their efforts 

 

John Chilton 
Treasurer  

We hope they will make the most of their membership 
and enjoy the facilities we provide. 

Thanks are due to David Pearson and latterly Dave Kish 
for their efforts in maintaining the Club’s membership records. 

Bar Report 

As our Treasurer has said above, the Club has had a difficult 
trading year to date.  Our bar turnover increased by some 
9% in 2018, reversing the trend of recent times for turnover 
to decrease year on year. However, we have not been able 
to sustain that increase in 2019, and sales have fallen back 
to 2017 levels. We’ve had to cater for a number of 
increases in costs, from our suppliers, our utility providers - 
and also from legislation which imposes changes to 
minimum wage rates etc. 

Paul continues to try and cater for all tastes behind the bar, 
rotating the guest ale (Farmers’ Blonde is having a rest for a 
while!) and introducing new lines where there is a demand. 
The danger with new stocks is that if they don’t take off, we 
can end up having to dispose of unused stock which is out 
of date. We are lucky to have Paul, who has the knowledge 
and experience to judge whether it is worth taking on 
board a new drink. 

A recent addition to our stocks is Pinot Noir which seems to 
be appreciated by a number of members. 

Whilst it may seem to be yet another ‘thank you’ fest - it is  
a fact that whatever we do as a bar sub-committee, the bar 
can only succeed if our drinks are kept well (the draught 
beers especially) and even more importantly, served well 
by the staff. We are blessed in that ALL of our staff - Karen, 
Paul, Jen and our latest recruit Sarah - provide a level of 
professional and friendly service that is second to none. 
 

Rod Thrower 
Bar Sub-Committee 

 

It is important to keep the Club’s Membership List up-to-date, in 
accordance with GDPR legislation.  

However, records are only any good if they are kept up-to-date, so it 
would be appreciated if you could advise us of any changes in terms 
of addresses - AND email addresses. The latter give us the ability to 
keep you informed with this newsletter twice a year, and on odd 
occasions, other events which you may be interested in. 

You can email the Membership Sub Committee direct via the Club’s 
website, or leave a note of any changes behind the bar and we will 
update our records. 

Since the last Issue of Blueprint in March, we have 
enrolled 22 new members:  

Christmas Opening Hours 
Normal opening hours will apply over the period, 
with the exception of: 
 Christmas Day CLOSED 
 New Year’s Eve OPEN (including the evening) 



Why I Like Retirement ! 

Question:  How many days in a week?  
Answer:  6 Saturdays, 1 Sunday  

Question:  When is a retiree's bedtime?  
Answer:  Two hours after he falls asleep on the couch.  

Question:  What do you do all week?  
Answer:  Monday to Friday, NOTHING. 
 - Saturday & Sunday, I rest. 

Question:  What do retirees call a long lunch?  
Answer:  Normal.     

SMOKER NIGHT BUFFET 
 

The Committee have decided to ticket the 
Buffet Supper at £2 per head this year. 

This reduces the high cost to the Club and 
avoids reducing the superb quality of the 

supper. It also helps with catering numbers. 

Tickets will be available at the Bar 
from mid November. 

Members wishing to attend, 
but NOT partake of the buffet, 

will of course be very welcome. 

Members of Middlesbrough Conservative Club with the 

Ted Appleyard Trophy which we have loaned them for a year! 


